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A TALE OF ANOTHER HISTORIC MAPPING WORKSHOP, DISAPPEARED
FOOTPATHS, THAT GIRL FROM TISBURY AGAIN, A GREEK ARCHAEOLOGIST
AND A SUPRISE VISIT FROM THE MAN FROM THE HERALD
Bought to you by the Branscombe Project with assistance from Emma Rouse, Wyvern Heritage and Landscape

CURTAINS OPEN…FIRST ACT: Looking at Routeways
in Branscombe the story so far (up to Spring 2015)…
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Branscombe Routeway Detectives
One historic mapping workshop was held in Branscombe in November 2014. Local people from Branscombe and surrounding parishes attended and worked
with historic maps to help answer a central question:
We want to know what which routeways people in 1880 used to travel across Branscombe and why?
Each workshop started with people introducing themselves and then there
was a short introduction by Emma Rouse, Wyvern Heritage and Landscape
and Barbara F from the Branscombe Project. A transcript of which is
provided:
Introduction
We tend to think of landscape quite statically and actually the way we use
the landscape involves constant movement. Therefore footpaths and
tracks are the best way to get a sense of historic movement. And also
tracks and footpaths are really telling you about activities right the way
through the parish. On the one hand you've got all these farms, 20 farms in
total in the middle of the 20th century, with the little tracks around the
farmyard and the tracks going out to the fields, and then the tracks going
out to the road. These are the hubs of the parish. There are tracks going to
other activities, like lime kilns, quarries. There are also the footpaths that
just feather out from all the hamlets and there are farm labourers going
out to the fields, there are smugglers getting down to the cliffs, there are
cliff plat farmers going down to the cliffs as well. There's the postman
doing his round round the village. And also of course, there are people
coming in and using trackways. There are numerous delivery vans and cars.
And all of these things. So I think trying to plot this and then seeing the
dramatic change as all these activities actually fade away and today we
have just these few designated footpaths.

Why we are undertaking this work
This is a new methodology. It took a while to sort out the methodology for
creating historic maps which were site or field orientated. They were in
that sense slightly scattered. And that's fine. You had your kilometre
squared and off you went. And I don't think this has been done before, and
it's going to be very interesting to see how well we can achieve it. I have
been surprised that there's still an appetite for this sort of quite
demanding work. I was very surprised when we started that we had such
an uptake. What we are hoping to do as a sort of spin off from this is that
the very early map from 1793 has gateposts marked on it and what we'd
like to see, if we have an uptake over the winter, is giving people bits of the
map and saying, go and find a gatepost!
In summary of all the work we have been doing as individuals doing these
small tasks including all the routeway work is historic landscape
characterisation which is of course something professionals talk about,
which doesn't have much currency, and yet that's actually what people
have been achieving. I think for people who are interested in a historically
constituted landscape then this is a way in to get a sense of the depth of
the history of a place. There's two dimensions. There's the spatial
dimension that people know quite well, and I suppose what we are trying
to do is add the dimension of time which people find slightly harder to do.
32

Mapping Historic Branscombe – Emma Rouse Wyvern Heritage and Landscape, Phil Planel and the Branscombe Project January 2015

What we did
One of the reasons why we've been able to come and work with you is
because you're actually our guinea pigs. You're helping us to come up with
methods to then share with other parishes in East Devon and further
afield.
The Methodology
The first thing I want to say is this methodology I've tried to work up we've
never used before. So one of the things you're going to be doing today is
figuring out if it works or not, and if you can think of any better ways of
doing it. So in terms of routeways, obviously we've already got the modern
map, the OS Explorer maps, and we're very used to understanding them in
terms of which are roads and then we know where we can go because we
follow the public footpaths and the bridleways and byways. But in a certain
respect, those kind of categories of whether or not you're allowed to walk
on a track, whether or not you're allowed to take a horse on it area a kind
of modern arbitrary designations that have come in the last 80 years or so.
And before that, they had very little meaning. So what I have worked on is
using the 1880s map to enhance our understanding. This is a very nice map
because it shows how they approached where people could go at this date.
And really the only things they distinguish between is trackways and
footpaths. So what I've come up with is a method by which we can
investigate where people were travelling across the landscape in 1880 and
why, and where that coincides with what people are doing today. So again
investigating what survives in today's landscape. Obviously it's very difficult
with route ways because they're a spider's web, and we've got to give you
something to focus on‐ through discussions with Barbara we've come up
with a series of what we've called hubs, key focal points in Branscombe
where a system of routeways radiating out from . We are going to be
asking you in your pairs to focus on this nodal point in the landscape if you
like, as a way to look at the network of trackways across the landscape.

You will be focusing on a key nodal points in the parish in your group to help
answer this question






Introduce yourself round the table if people don’t know each other
You each have your own set of maps which you can annotate
before you transfer your findings to the big overview map in the
centre of the table
Split into two groups, each group has been given:
o an A3 modern map to annotate
o an A4 colour copy of the modern map
o A3 extract of the 1880 map

Each group should start at the centre point on the map marked with a
letter and do the following:
Stage One ‐ Annotate the modern A3 black and white map showing the
route of footpaths and tracks radiating from the central point (labelled
with a letter) in 1880. Cover as much of the map as you can

Annotate the modern A3 map as follows:
 Use a red line to show the route of
footpaths in 1880.
Indicated often by a single dashed line
labelled F.P.
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 Use a blue line to show the route of
trackways in 1880
Indicated often by a double dashed or
solid line

Stage Two: Number each section of track or footpath and using the map
and your local knowledge suggest the main reason why people may have
used it in 1880 using the attached table. There may be more than one
reason. Some suggestions to help you might include:
‐
‐
‐

To reach neighbouring dwellings
To leave the parish
To access woodland resources

‐
‐
‐
‐
‐
‐
‐
‐
‐
‐
‐
Section
1
2

To reach the platts
To reach quarries
To reach lime kilns or other industries
To reach mills
To reach water sources
To reach the church
To reach the village centre
To reach neighbouring dwellings
To reach the coast
To reach open land for grazing and other resources
e.g.
Main Reason for use
To access plats and nearby limekiln (suitable for carts)
To access Berry Barton Farm on foot
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Branscombe Routeway Detectives: The Results – Street
ID

Purpose
1

Out of Village

2

To Higher House and orchards

3

To orchards

4

To pits

5

to orchards and farm

6

To farmland and plats

7

To farmland and plats

8

To farmland and plats

9

To farmland and plats

10

Out of parish

11

To quarries and plats

11

To plats

12

To quarries and plats

13

To quarries and plats

14

To quarries and plats

15

To quarries

16

To quarries

16

To quarries

16

To quarries

17

To quarries

18

To school, shops and bakery

19

To pits/quarries

20

school to church

21

To orchards

22

To quarries
To coal delivery/storage and
kilns

23

What we noticed







SW coastal path (Sidmouth to Beer) anti‐smuggling
Routes to of plats
Church to plats
Routes to Quarries
School to forge
School to church
© Crown Copyright and database rights 2014 Ordnance Survey 100023746
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INTERLUDE…..In the Beginning…(sort of)…
15th September 2015
Beer
Dear Emma,

13th November 2015
Tisbury, Wiltshire
Hi Barbara

How are things going? Have you had a good summer?
We’ve had a good, if somewhat hectic time. We’re off to France again
next Sunday for another 4 weeks. Bit much, isn’t it!
We’ve had an idea. We had a Project Committee meeting, and
remembered that we had wanted to do a final map – one that showed
up clearly the demise of public footpaths and of farms. We thought
the easiest way was to compare a 1950s OS map with a current one. It
turns out that all the committee are keen to take part ... and so we
wondered whether we could entice you back for a day, helping us to
sort out maps, and just being your usual encouraging self.
Hope to hear from you, all the very best, Barbara

Sorry it has taken me so long to reply – have
been swamped under with planning work. Yes I
would love to help.
Hope all is well with you and you had a good
time in France. I recently went to see a friend in
Morzine – I can’t believe I had never been to the
Alps before – the weather was amazing –
mountain walking in t‐shirts in November.
Emma

Enter Stage Left a lovely Man from the Greek Islands
27th November 2016
Beer
Hi Emma,
Well, we had a meeting with Stelios – and Sam Turner [Newcastle
University], Chris W., Phil, and Bill Horner.
A nice guy [Stelios] and has done a lot of work on his island – Naxos.
His dad was a farmer but then became a teacher. The family left for
Athens. Now Stelios is doing various bits of landscape work and public
archaeology on the island, and – hit by the austerity – his sister has
returned to set up a dental clinic. One could do some amazing oral
history!
….Phil suggested that we tried to get more people from other parishes
and then, perhaps, the workshop might be rolled out to another
parish and Stelios could work with someone (Phil, I suspect) on how
you get people involved who don’t have very active history or
landscape groups. Stelios would also like to talk to you about the
HEAPs project. …..
We’re very much looking forward to the workshop. I guess there’d be
a 1950s OS maps on the Scottish site. What I don’t know is when the
latest maps were made? But these are all things we can talk about ...
Meanwhile, best love, Barbara

1st December 2016
Tisbury, Wiltshire
Hi Barbara
That is great – thank you.
I have good availability at the moment for the
first two weeks in Feb – let me know what best
suits you.
If you have contact details for Stelios I will drop
him a line.
Emma
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SECOND ACT…THE WORKSHOP HAPPENS………
THURSDAY 11 TH FEBRUARY 2016

EMMA … Monologue….
Strictly speaking, the term ‘right of way’, when it stands alone, relates to a private way: it
describes the right enjoyed by a particular person or group of people to pass over land which
belongs to another. Such a group of people may be as loosely defined as ‘the public’.
A highway is a public passage for the use of the sovereign and all his or her subjects: hence it
was commonly called ‘the King’s highway’. The Highway Act 1835 (5 & 6 Will IV c50) defines
highways as all roads, bridges (not being county bridges), carriageways, cartways, horseways,
bridleways, footways, causeways, churchways and pavements. Navigable rivers and ferries are
also public highways. The first nation wide legalisation of our transportation network following
on from enclosure roads, toll roads, carriage roads etc.

Historic Ordnance Survey maps from 1880
onwards record footpaths as distinct from tracks
Historically these would have derived from common rights (formal and informal to access and
cross privately owned land. These are the first maps which systematically show footpaths across
the landscape as distinct from tracks which are shown as solid parallel lines where enclosed by
a fence, wall or hedge or as a dashed line where crossing open land

Stopping up old ways
Inquisitions ad quod damnum from at least the early 17th century until the 19th century record
both the proposed closure of old highways and footpaths consequent on enclosure of lands, and
also the provision of alternative ways to replace the old roads and paths.
The first Act of Parliament to provide general powers to stop up highways was the Town and
Country Planning Act 1947

Public Footpaths today
In England and Wales a public footpath is a path on which the public have a legally
protected right to travel on foot and in some areas public footpaths form a dense
network of short paths. The majority of footpaths are shown on Ordnance Survey
1:25,000 and 1:50,000 maps.
Local highways authorities (usually county councils or unitary authorities) have since
1949 been required to maintain the definitive map of all public rights of way in their
areas and these can be inspected at council offices. If a path is shown on the
definitive map and no subsequent legal order (such as a stopping up order) exists
then the right of way is conclusive in law. Just because a path is not shown on that
map does not mean that it is not a public path, as the rights may not have been
recorded.
[Permissive paths ‐ A permitted path or concessionary path is not a public right of way, but a path (which could be for walkers, riders, cyclists, or any combination) whose use is
allowed by the landowner, but over which there is no legal right of access]

Bridleways today
A public bridleway is a way over which the general public have the following, but normally
(unless otherwise according to Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 s56(1)(b)) no other rights:
to travel on foot and
to travel on horseback or leading a horse, with or without a right to drive animals of any
description along the way.
Note that although Section 30 of the Countryside Act 1968 permits the riding of bicycles on
public bridleways, the act says that it "shall not create any obligation to facilitate the use of the
bridleway by cyclists".

Byways
A byway open to all traffic, or BOAT, is a highway over which the public have a right to travel for
vehicular and all other kinds of traffic but which is used by the public mainly for the purpose for
which footpaths and bridleways are used.
On 2 May 2006 the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 reclassified all
remaining Roads Used as Public Paths as restricted byways. The public's rights along a restricted
byway are to travel:
◦ on foot
◦ on horseback or leading a horse
◦ by any vehicle (e.g. bicycles, horse‐drawn carriages) other than mechanically propelled vehicles (e.g.
motorbikes or cars) unless vehicular rights pre‐existed, then the act did not extinguish those rights

WHOLE CAST.. We want to know where
footpaths have disappeared in Branscombe
since 1950?
Introduce yourself round the table if people don’t know each other
You each will work on the footpaths radiating from a 1km square
Split into pairs, each group has been given:
◦
◦
◦
◦

an A2 modern map (black and white) to annotate
an A4 colour copy of the modern map
A3 extracts of the 1950 historic OS map covering all of Branscombe
A table to fill in with details of the footpath

Instructions‐ Annotate the modern A2 black and white map showing the route of footpaths
which have disappeared since 1950. These will be marked on the historic 1950 map but won’t
appear on the modern map as a right of way (these are marked as various dashed green lines).
Cover as much of the A2 map as you can
Annotate the modern A2
map as follows:
•
Use a red line to show the route of footpaths in 1950 which have since
disappeared as legal rights of way. Indicated often by a single dashed line labelled F.P.
You don’t need to annotate footpaths which legally still exist as these are marked on the modern
map as either footpaths, bridleways or byways
•
Label each length of disappeared footpath with a number taken from the table and fill in
the corresponding information on its location.
…….we soon discovered disappeared trackways too so marked those as well in a different colour

Examples of our work

Overview
Map
Produced
on the day

HERE WE ARE HARD AT WORK ….. ENTER THE MAN FROM THE HERALD…..”ERR WE HAVE TO HAVE OUR PICTURE TAKEN!!!”…..

SECOND INTERLUDE…. Making it into the Sidmouth
Herald!!!!
MAPS PAVE THE WAY TO THE PAST
A workshop was led by Emma Rouse, from Wyvern Heritage, and
Doctor Stelios Lekakis, who is working on a project at Newcastle
University looking into the reconstruction of historical landscapes.
As part of the RES.CO.PART project, the Greek archeologist has
teamed up with local community groups and the East Devon Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The project is looking to
develop a tool that allows communities to be part of the decision‐
making process about its historic landscapes. During the session,
residents talked about why they thought the footpaths had gone.
Barbara Farquharson, of The Branscombe Project, said:
“It was quite a revelation to see how many footpaths have gone.
In 1950, the parish was just riddled with footpaths and in the last
65 years they have disappeared due to legislation. The ones that
are protected are still there. There is also, of course, the reason
that people are less keen to have people walking across their
property.”
as reported 24th February 2016

THE THIRD
ACT
The Final
Result..

The Final
Result
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THE END…..UNTIL NEXT TIME……..
Bought to you by the Branscombe Project with assistance from Emma Rouse,
Wyvern Heritage and Landscape

