
FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM WW2 NEWSPAPERS 

Page with newspaper edition date (transcriptions follow some hard to read articles) 

2................................  Death of  Mrs F Evans (Olive Christine) – 16 April 1940 

3................................  Funeral of Mrs William Searle (Ellen) –  11 June 1940 

4  ...............................  Funeral of Zacharias Abbott – 16 December 1940 

5/6.............................  Funeral of Fred Layzell – 10 Feb 1942 

7................................  Golden Wedding Mr & Mrs C Somers – 17 Feb 1942 

8................................   Funeral of Ellen Dowell – 31
st
 March 1942 

9/10  ..........................  Marriage of Nellie Trivett & Ronald Enticott – 14 April 1942 

11 ..............................   Marriage of Stuart Collier and Dorothy Selway –  9 June 1942 

12 ..............................   Funeral of Mrs Mary Cox – 15 September 1942 

13 ..............................   Marriage of J E Summers & Miss L L Ellis (Salcombe Regis church) – 10 Nov 1942 

14  .............................  Funeral of Andrew James Cox – 19 January 1943 

15  .............................  Marriage of Margarita Wyatt & James Hicks – 4 May 1943 (near Dartmouth) 

16  .............................  Marriage of Aircraftman Leslie Collier and Eileen Ivy Bromfield – 4 May 1943 

17  .............................   Funeral of Mrs David Lunn (Joyce Janet Worrall) – 25 May 1943 

18/19/20  ...................  Funerals of Miss Maud Tucker, Mr Paul Woffenden, Mr W J Gill – 27 July 1943 

21/22  ........................  Funeral of Mrs Sarah Jane Collier – 17 August 1943 

23  .............................  Funeral of Laura Lily Dowell – 4 Jan 1944 

24  .............................  Funeral of David Lunn – 7 March 1944 

25/26   .......................  Funeral of Mrs Charles Dean (Rosina Aletha) – 23 May 1944 

27  .............................  Paul Temple Cotton honoured – 27 June 1944 

28  .............................  Funeral of Mrs Lily Carpenter – 4 July 1944 

29  .............................  Death of Pte. Eric Peter Hutchings – 3 October 1944 

30  .............................  Funeral of George Gill – 30 Jan 1945 

31 ..............................  Funeral of Bessie Louise Real – 20 February 1945 

32  .............................  Killed in action – Lance-Corp. Henry Fooks – 1 May 1945 

33  .............................  Marriage of Eric Leslie Jack Legg & Ivy Edna May Trivett – 4 July 1945 
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DEATH AND FUNERAL OF MR F LAYZELL      (Newspaper report 10
th

 February 1942) 

 

On the death of Mr Fred Layzell of The Forge, Branscombe, at the age of 76 years, the village 

has lost an old and much respected inhabitant. He had been in failing health for some time. 

Mr Layzell had been at the old smithy for close on 40 years and prior to that he occupied the 

now disused blacksmith’s shop; near the Fountain Head Inn for several years. In times of peace 

his forge in the centre of the village attracted large numbers of visitors, many of whom still have 

one of his lucky midget horse-shoes as a memento of Branscombe. Mr Layzell was an excellent 

craftsman of the old school, and there are many examples of his work in the neighbourhood. 

He was an ardent Liberal in politics and a staunch Nonconformist. He had been Society steward 

and trustee of the Methodist Church for 40 years, and one of his records was an unbroken church 

attendance for a period of 21 years. 

Gardening and poultry-keeping were successful hobbies with him and he was an old member of 

the Men’s Club. 

Mr Layzell leaves a wife, son, who was in partnership in the business with his father, and 

daughter, for whom much sympathy is felt. 

The funeral service took place at the Methodist Church on Wednesday of last week, Rev. N. 

Chew officiating. Two of the deceased’s favourite hymns, “Rock of Ages” and “Our Blest 

Redeemer” were sung, Miss E Butter being at the organ. In his address the minister stressed the 

faithful service shown by Mr Layzell in his life and work for so many years. The internment was 

in the Parish Churchyard. 
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The funeral took place on Tuesday, the Vicar officiating, Mrs Restorick was at the organ and Psalm 23, the 

“Nunc Dimittis” and the hymn “Abide with Me” were sung. As the cortege left the church the organist played 

“O Rest in the Lord.” 

The grave had been lined with roses and evergreens by Mr and Mrs W Perryman. 

The immediate mourners were :- 

Mr A J Gill and Mrs Cox (son and daughter), Mr W J Cox (son-in-law), Mssrs. C Salter, J Salter, J [?] H Elliott 

(brothers-in-law), Mrs P Perryman, Mrs R J Cleverton, Miss P Salter, Mr & Mrs F Salter (nieces and nephews), 

Mrs G Pike, Miss F Cox, Mrs C Cox and Miss Ford. 

Others present were:- Mrs R Somers, Mrs B Bartlett, Mrs B Collier [section unreadable]  
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Corporal and Mrs S Real wish to thank all kind friends for help and sympathy in their recent bereavement, and 

for the lovely flowers sent. 
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