Hi, Have just come across your site after being given your site address by another contact, as I am a direct descendent  of the Branscombe Bartlett's I have found your site invaluable in filling in gaps in my family tree also the information stored on your site is amazing, at the moment my tree has stopped  at Mosses Bartlett b 1630/6 who married a Mary Clarke b 1639 Branscombe but the search go's on.
Once again thank you for a Great site and for all the hard work that has gone into it, It is greatly appreciated.
Regards Geoff Bartlett
Hi, I notice your talk on 'Working the Stones of Branscombe'

I thought you may be interested in this article in the Daily Mirror, 60 years ago. This is my mum and her sister, collecting pebbles which were used commerically. They would earn money for the buckets they filled - and they could only collect the round, black ones.

Please let me know if you would like any more information!

Do you have any information about the cottages opposite the masons and the tower on the cliff? I'm very interested in their history.


I look forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks

Suzy Lloyd

Hello.  Is there a copy available for purchase of Alexander Law's 1793 Map of Branscombe.  In doing family research I find that my forfather's name originated in England, probably around Branscombe.  Thank you.

There was a farmhouse that belonged to the Brancombes,  and I believe purchased from the Stuckey's or vice versa and the farmhouse originally belonged to the Holcombe's.  I am, of course, interested in this since my Sir name is "Holcomb".  There is a web site under "The Search for the Mary & John Ship" and a Thomas Holcombe is supposed to have migrated to the US in 1630 on that ship.  I really know very little but thought the map might enlighten me.  Thank you

Regards, Dirk

Dirk Holcomb

Richmond, Virginia, USA

September 2010
I spent many years down on the cliffs with Peter.  Peter's father was Charlie, the Honiton chemist who delivered medicines etc to the village.  His Mother was the wet fishmonger and she too sent vans to sell fish in Branscombe.   Peter knew all the potato plot people and I am sure he could have told you many stories.
 

The only real original bit of building left is the old garage, which I believe belonged to the potato farmers, we rented from Berry Barton to keep our car in.  We would spend the whole summer there, from Mid-June to Mid-September, taking our cats and dog with us.
 

Lizzie Manley

Hello
I see from you web site that you are planning a exhibition on WW2 and are busy doing some research. During this I wonder if you could contact me if you get any information on an Auxiliary Unit in Branscombe.
 

The Auxunits were set up around 1940 as a secret resistance type group that were highly trained in explosives and gurrilla warfare and in the event of invasion would of left their houses and met at a secret operational bunker. From there they would of blown up bridges railway line etc and they were also trained in silent killing. The life expectancy would of been 2 weeks.
 

Having discovered that my Grandfather and 2 uncles were in the Unit in Brixham I have found that there is very little information researched on the Devon Units so I am aiming to get us put on the map !
See www.coleshillhouse.com for more information.
 

I have a list of names of people that were in these units in Devon taken from the national record office.
 

Those with Branscombe addresses include:
Arther C Irish ......Lower Weston
Basil Tedbury.......?
Morgan George Selley.......?Bulstoge
Philip Selway.........Pitt Farm
Edward Collins..........4 Hillside
F T Coles....Seaside Farm
Stanley Dunn.....Wareny
W G Hutchings.......Hollow Head.
 

If you can be of any help with my research into this unit I would be very grateful especially the location of their operational bunker.
Thank you for your time.
Nina Hannaford
I would  like to say how helpful the Branscombe project parish records are, and to thank you for all the meticulous work that has been done to create the databases. I have been researching Richard Dean a blacksmith (baptised in1818 in Branscombe) son of Reuben Dean, a cordwainer.  Richard must have left Branscombe quite young as I found he was married in Brighton in 1840 and worked there for some years before moving on to London. 

 

I would be interested to know if there are any blacksmith apprentice records available in Branscombe; Richard had uncles who were blacksmiths, so may have learnt his trade from them or from his grandfather also named Richard Dean.  

 

I am planning to visit Branscombe in the week beginning 20th August to see the Branscombe for myself. 

 

Many thanks

 

Jenny Morris

